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Unit Focus

In this unit, student begin with a focus on how characters change over time. The focus will then move to poetry where students will learn how
to read, interpret, and analyze poetry. In the third focus area students will use technology to create a postcard detailing a landmark or
attribute of the Northeast or Southeast region. For the fourth focus area students will write the Â'nextÂ' chapter to the book, Number the Stars,
using their understanding of the text. The primary instructional materials for this unit are: Harcourt Trophies, Mike Mulligan and His
Steamshovel, Somebody Loves You with Mr. Hatch, A Poke in the I, How Many Days to America?, If You Hopped Like a Frog, Poetry for Young
People: Langston Hughes, and a Chair for My Mother.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 4

Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1
Refer to details and examples in a text
when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences
from the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic: Students will be able to experience and share "journeys" within the United States
through reading and writing text.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions
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Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a
character's thoughts, words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3
Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.4.3
Explain major differences between
poems, drama, and prose, and refer to
the structural elements of poems (e.g.,
verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g.,
casts of characters, settings,
descriptions, dialogue, stage directions)
when writing or speaking about a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.5
With some guidance and support from
adults, use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing
as well as to interact and collaborate
with others; demonstrate sufficient
command of keyboarding skills to type a
minimum of one page in a single sitting.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.6
Explain how an author uses reasons and
evidence to support particular points in a
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.8
Compare and contrast the treatment of
similar themes and topics (e.g.,
opposition of good and evil) and
patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in
stories, myths, and traditional literature
from different cultures. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.4.9

U1 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U3 (U103) Readers support their conclusions
(inferences and interpretations) by citing
appropriate evidence within the text.
U4 (U202) Readers recognize that authors do
not always say things directly or literally;
sometimes they convey their ideas indirectly
(e.g., metaphor, satire, irony, connotation).
U5

Reading: Craft and Structure: Authors and
speakers can express similar ideas within
and across genres.

U6 (U203) By comparing texts, readers often
gain greater insight into those texts.
U7 (U205) Authors and speakers make
deliberate language, narrative, structure, and
style choices to convey their meaning.
U8 (U302) Readers make meaning through
close reading of the text(s) and personal
connections to the topic.
U9 (U203) By comparing texts, readers often
gain greater insight into those texts.
U10 (U403) Knowing the structure of the
language helps facilitate meaning.
U11 (U700) Audience and purpose influence
the structure, language, and style to achieve
a goal effectively.
U12 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U13 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.

Q1 (Q201) What are my strategies for
reading this text? How do I know if they are
working? (K-12)
Q2 (Q305) What does a close (careful)
reading require? (K-12)
Q3 (Q108) How do people, events, and ideas
change/develop within the text? (K-12)
Whose voices are heard/not heard? (6-12)
Q4 (Q110) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q5 (Q203) What do I notice about the look of
this text (e.g., text features, text structure)?
How does this help me get ready to read? (K-
12)
Q6 (Q204) How do authors make specific
language, narrative, structure, and/or style
choices to communicate their ideas? How
does that affect my reading? (K-12)
Q7 (Q205) How can I infer the author`s
purpose and message? (K-12)
Q8 (Q302) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q9 (Q207) What connections/insights can I
gain by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q10

Thematic: How does a map help us learn
about a region/location?

Q11 (Q702) How do I make my writing easy
to understand? (K-2) How do I make my
writing interesting, engaging, and effective
given my audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q12 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do
I support my ideas when writing in this
particular genre? (2-12)
Q13 (Q805) How do I make sense of sources
that present different views? (4-12)
Q14

Thematic: How are people affected by where
they live?

© Eduplanet21 2018 Page 6 of 15 Report produced on: Tue, January 02, 2018 at 4:02 PM



U14 (U701) Writers use a recursive process
(e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing, and
publishing) to hone their piece.
U15 (U704) Technology is an evolving tool
for researching, producing, and/or sharing
information and ideas.
U16 (U901) Effective writers adhere to
established rules of grammar and mechanics
to ensure clarity based on the context and
mode of communication.
U17

Thematic: Where you live influences how you
live.

U18

Thematic: Effective researchers/navigators
apply appropriate tool(s) (e.g., maps) to
deepen understanding of a region/location.

Q15

Thematic: How do I use tools to learn about a
region/location?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Compare and contrast characters and
situations within rich texts

S2

Identify and explain the meaning of
simple similes and metaphors

S3

Identify stanza (verse) and rhyme in a poem 

S4

Identify and support connections that
they make to other texts, their own lives and
the world around them 
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S5

Identify and explain character changes
over time within texts and provide specific
details to explain what precipitated the
change 

S6

Conduct short research on a topic

S7

Identify the southeast region of the
United States and the states within, including
state capitals 

S8

Apply the understand a map using a
compass rose, map key and scale to identify
southeast states and features

S9

Locate  a destination on a map or globe using
latitude and longitude

S10

Write a narrative in response to a prompt

S11

Write informational text with a main idea and
supporting details
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